[The role of scintigraphy in the diagnosis of mandibular bone changes].
Investigating the scintigraphic images of jaws may have a diagnostic value of bone alterations of dental origin. Anterior view of whole body bone scintigraphy revealed hot spot on jaws of 61% (279) of patients. Twenty-six patients (mean age 58.3 year) from all of those who had increased tracer uptake (ITU) in the maxillo-mandibular region were called back for dental examination. 279 out of 459 (61%) patients had ITU in the maxillo-mandibular region. Dental examination revealed the dental origin of ITU in all cases. In case of periapical pathosis tracer uptake showed 28.79% increase compared to the contralateral side. In marginal periodontitis 23.82% ITU was found. In case of loading due to prosthesis 13.06% ITU was observed. The mean DMF-T value was 26.36 +/- 4.52 (D = 4.12, M = 20.8, F = 1.44). The prosthetic index was 0.42 on the mandible. The above mentioned data mean very low oral health conditions of the patients included in this examination. The results show that bone scintigraphy is a valuable procedure in detecting tooth related jaw lesions. Bone scintigraphy provides very useful data on oral health of these patients. Enrolling of these patients into regular dental care is inevitable.